
Greetings GBEA Members! 

 

T he 2010-2011 school 

year is well underway 

and I am sure you are all busy 

with your classes and FBLA 

activities. Your tireless dedi-

cation to your students is 

what makes business educa-

tion so strong in the state of 

Georgia.  

 

   The GBEA Board was very 

pleased with the number of 

Business Education teachers 

at the GACTE Conference in 

July. We hope the dynamic 

workshops and guest speak-

ers motivated and prepared 

you for the school year. We 

had approximately 570 teach-

ers representing our field, the 

largest affiliation at the con-

ference! GBEA continues to 

be the largest area affiliation 

of GACTE with 640 joint mem-

bers. We are proud of our 

numbers, but hope to con-

tinue encouraging our col-

leagues to join this organiza-

tion! 

    

This is the second year pub-

lishing the Biz Buzz. We hope 

you find it informative and 

useful in keeping you up-to-

date with the latest news, 

events, and resources. I 

would like to give a special 

thanks to our GBEA Public 

Relations Chair, Debra Lary, 

for her hard work in gathering 

information and preparing 

this publication. If you have 

suggestions on how to make 

improvements or additions 

that would be helpful, please 

let us know. We are con-

stantly striving for ways to 

better serve you, the mem-

bers! 

 

   I truly believe our GBEA 

members are among the best 

teachers in the nation. Your 

hard work will mold students 

to become the responsible 

citizens and business leaders 

of our future! Thank you for 

your continued support of this 

organization. Please peruse 

the GBEA website for addi-

tional information or to find 

contact information for our 

board. We all love to hear  

your ideas for how to make 

business education in Georgia 

even better! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Beth Parks 

GBEA President 

 

 

PR E S I D E N T õS M E S S A G E 

 

Are you a  

member of 

GACTE? 
 

Mark your calendars for 
the 64th Annual GACTE 

Summer Conference. 

Cobb Galleria Centre  

and 

 Renaissance  

Waverly Hotel   

July 10 -13, 2011  

 

 

 

SBEA Convention 
Charleston, SC 
 

10/20/10 
thru 

10/23/10 

FBLA Fall Leadership 
Conference, Athens, GA 
 

11/12 /10 
thru 

11/13/10 

ACTE Convention 
Las Vegas, NV 

12/2/10 
thru 

12/4/10 

SBMEC  
Athens, GA 

2/4/11  
thru 

2/5/11 

FBLA State Conference 
Atlanta, GA 

3/18/11 
thru   

3/19/11 

JO I N  T H E  B U S I N E S S E D U C A T I O N  C O L L A B O R A T I V E  

What is This? 

A Google Group of 

GREAT teachers that 

collaborate to build 

GREAT lessons for the 

Business Classroom! 
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I M P OR T A NT  D AT E S:      

How Do I Join? 

Visit : 

http://
groups.google.com/

group/
BECollaborative 

Why Join? To share lessons, ideas 

and resources to assist 

in the classroom! 



FBLA chapter.  As an 
active member and pre-
senter in CTAE profes-
sional organizations, 
Dwionne has served as 
Professional Develop-
ment Chair and Secretary 
for GBEA before becom-
ing President-Elect.  Her 
goals as president-elect 
and eventually as presi-
dent are to implement 
initiatives that will retain 
members, increase participation 
within the organization via 
workshop/conference offer-
ings, study groups, contests and 
competitions, and to increase 

D wionne R. Cannon is a 
teacher and Work-Based Learn-
ing Coordinator at North At-
lanta High School in the Atlanta 
Public Schools System. She 
graduated from Auburn Univer-
sity with a Bachelorõs in Busi-
ness Education, the University 
of Georgia with a Masterõs in 
Workforce Education/
Occupational Studies and the 
University of Georgia with an 
Education Specialist degree in 
Educational Administration and 
Policy.  

   Dwionne is currently the pri-
mary adviser for North Atlanta 
High Schoolõs 200+ member 

publicity by recognizing members 
with outstanding service to GBEA 
and CTAE overall. 
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D E PA RT M E N T  O F  E D U C AT I O N  U P DAT E  

D 
uring the month of August, 

Sarah Heath, Educational 

Program Specialist for the 

Georgia Department of 

Education, held Drive-In Sessions at 

locations through-out the state of 

Georgia. The Drive-In Sessions gave      

Ms. Heath a chance to update busi-

ness and computer science teachers 

on whatõs been happening at the 

state level. 

   Check out whatõs happening in 

business and computer science! 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

AP Accounting should now be 

called College Accounting until 

AP Accounting is approved by 

the College Board.  

 

Check out CTAERN.ORG for unit 

plans for the subjects that you 

teach. 

 

Business teachers can teach 

Economics without taking the 

GACE. Business teachers are 

certified to teach Economics for 

grades 6 through 12. This is 

important information to know 

during these dire economic 

times when teachers are being 

downsized. Great economics 

resource: www.gcee.org.  

 

Sustainability and Greening in 

Business is the focus of the 

FBLA State Project ð please see 

the GaFBLA intranet for more 

details. 

 

Some stipends are given for first 

time conference attendees. Re-

member to check organization 

web sites for stipends to attend 

the conference of your choice.  

End of Pathway Assessment 

blueprints are now posted on 

the GaDOE website. A great re-

source for allowing students to 

practice end of pathway assess-

ments is www. mearsureup.com. 

Administrators must order end 

of pathway assessments for 

your school. They must request 

funds for ordering the assess-

ments. Each student can take 

one pathway assessment and 

the state will pay for it. Check 

the PBL/FBLA National website. 

FBLA members can take the 

assessment at no cost or at a 

discounted rate. 

 

Teachers should be reminded 

that Perkins funds will be tied 
to how successful our stu-
dents are in passing end of 
pathway assessments. These 
funds will be directly tied to 

the number of pathway com-
pleters that you have.  

 

Sarah Heath 

Business Educational Program Specialist 

Dwionne R. CannonDwionne R. Cannon  
GBEA PresidentGBEA Presidentðð  ElectElect  



one came away with many resources 

and ideas to use in the classroom. Next 

yearõs conference will be held July 10 ð

13 at the Cobb Galleria Centre and 

Renaissance Waverly Hotel in Atlanta, 

Georgia. See you there! 

SU M M E RT I M E  F U N !  
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GACTE 2010 

T 
he 63rd Annual GACTE Confer-

ence was held at the Cobb Galle-

ria Centre and Renaissance Wav-

erly Hotel in Atlanta, GA. This 

yearõs theme was òInvesting in the Fu-

tureó. There were over 2,430 registered 

for the GACTE Summer Conference this 

year.   

   Georgia continues to be the second 

largest state in ACTE with 2,700+ mem-

bers! Even with a down economy, mem-

bership has not decreased.  

   Even though there was no decrease in 

membership this year, there is still room 

for improvement. There are between 

5,000 to 6,000 CTAE teachers in Geor-

gia.  

   Many schools were recognized for be-

ing industry certified. There were lots of 

workshops and presenters covering top-

ics related to all aspects of CTAE. Every- GBEA President Beth Parks  

at GBEA Member Meeting 

Sherry Johnson 

Business & Computer Science 

Teacher of the Year 

Jean Provitt 

Recognized as Past GBEA 

President 

Industry Certified BCS Honorees 

ACTE President 

Gary Moore 

GACTE Speaker 
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The Warren Featherbone 

Company 


