Name_________________________


The Used Car Lot
You are going to open your own used car lot! Before you can open your doors for business, though, you need some inventory. You will use Access to create a database containing at least 20 vehicles. You are going to need a wide variety because you have several friends (and even your grandmother) who have promised to buy a car from you when you open for business. 
What fields will you need for your database? Think about the questions you would have if you were looking for a car. You’ll start with the year, make, and model. Then what about color? And the number of doors (body style)? Air conditioning? How many cylinders/what size engine? How many miles per gallon? Is there a sound system (radio/CD/MP3)? Does it have an automatic transmission? As you search websites you will get ideas about what should be included. Don’t forget the most important one—PRICE! You need at least 10 fields (probably more); you figure out which ones! You must use at least 3 different data types in your fields. (Refer to your book if you are having trouble with this one.)

Possible websites you can use:    (remember to choose USED cars only)

www.cars.com 


www.usedcars.com 

www.autotrader.com


www.kbb.com/kbb/UsedCars 

www.edmunds.com/used-cars 
You may use other websites as long as they are appropriate for this project. Remember to copy and paste the website address into a Word document so you can keep up with your sources. 

Be prepared to run queries and print reports using this database. Be thorough. Choose a wide variety.
Rubric
Used at least 10 different fields
20 pts



Used at least 3 different data types
15 pts



Has an inventory of at least 20 vehicles
40 pts


Source page
15 pts



Wide variety (each query returns a car)
10 pts




TOTAL



Bonus points:  more than 25 cars OR more than 15 fields OR more than 4 data types.
Teacher’s Note:
Have them generate reports/queries for several different scenarios. Boys have a tendency to select only muscle cars or trucks and girls want ‘pretty’ cars. I try not to give them the queries until they have finished their databases or they will look only for vehicles to fit the queries.

Query 1

Married woman with 2 children wants a minivan. Must have A/C and radio with CD player. Prefers the color gold or white.

Query 2

Businessman who is on the road a lot. Uses his car as his office. Needs good gas mileage, preferably at least 25 mpg. A 4-door car works best but 2 will be okay. Has to have A/C.
Query 3

Farmer who needs a work truck. Wants something with lots of engine power. A/C not important since he’ll be working with the windows down a lot. Needs something rugged that can take a beating.

Query 4

Young female in college wants a sporty car. Do you have something in red? It must have an MP3 player. 2 doors only please.

Query 5

Young male who is a junior in high school. First vehicle. Doesn’t care what it is but he can’t pay more than $5000 for it. That is all he’s saved up right now. He would prefer A/C and really wants a radio and CD player. 
