Lillie Ann Winn

lwinn@macon.k12.ga.us
Macon County High School

611 Carl S. Peaster Highway

Montezuma, GA  31063

	Title:  Identity Theft


Subject/Course:  Business Essentials










Topics(s):  Business ethics, fraud

Grade(s):  High School

Time Frame:  2 weeks



	Summary of Unit Plan:

In this unit, students will be exposed to ethical and legal issues in our society.  Students will explore how the widespread use of computers has led to new ethical issues that did not exist in the early years of computer use.  Students will discuss how 27.3 million Americans have been victims of identity theft in the last five years.  Students will use a search engine to research an identity theft victim.  Working in groups of two, the students will give a five-minute oral presentation to the class explaining the actual theft, and the financial and emotional results of their victim.  Students will be visited by a banking officer who deals with fraud.  Students will use a search engine to research identity theft.  Students will then prepare a two page newsletter describing their findings.  The students will include the following sections:  What is identity theft?, Where do you find identity thieves?, How can I protect myself?, and Sources for More Information (nonprofit agencies).  Throughout the unit, students are asked to provide evidence of their understanding.  The culminating activity will be the completion of the newsletter.

	

	Stage 1:  Desired Results

	

	Established Goals (Standards)



	BCS-BE-34 The student explores and interprets the various risks involved in operating a business.

	Explains ways business owners can protect themselves from risks.

	

	Understandings

	1. Experts are voicing concerns about the quantity of information being collected by computers.

2. Unethical people could gain private information on anyone.

3. Reports indicate that 27.3 million Americans have been victims of identity theft in the last five years.

	Essential Questions

	1. What is identity theft and how can it personally and professionally impact a business owner?

2. Why is it important to protect yourself against identity theft?

3. What are preventions you may take to avoid identity theft?

	

	Knowledge and Skills

	1. Students will explain and analyze the misuse of personal information.

2. Students will identify 5 types of information that people would not want made public.

3. Students will identify a theft survey and study of an identity theft victim.

a. Students will explain and analyze the effects on the victim’s life.

b. Interpret a victim’s emotions and motivations.

4. Students will complete a research project over identity theft and will prepare their findings in a newsletter.



	Stage 2:  Assessment Evidence

	

	Performance Task Summary

· Written quiz over issues

· Oral presentation

· Newsletter


	Rubric Titles

· The Lament of an Identity Theft Victim Rubric
· Identity Theft Newsletter Rubric

	Self-Assessments

· Using rubrics, students self-assess themselves on performance tasks


	Other Evidence, Summarized

· Student responses to the written quiz over issues

· Student performance in the oral presentation

· Student performance in the preparation of the newsletter




IDENTITY THEFT

Quiz

	1. 
	What is identity theft?





	2. 
	Explain the difference between ethics and law.  Give an example of each.






	3. 
	What is a personal moral code?





	4.  
	In determining if an issue is ethical, what are the three questions we ask?






	5. 
	Businesses and government maintain large computer files with various types of data about individuals.  List five types of information that people would not want made public.









Identity Theft Newsletter

Instructions

1. Log on to the Internet and use several search engines to investigate Identity Theft.  

2. As you find information, type the question and your answer in a word processing file.

· What is identity theft?

· Where do you find identity thieves?

· How Can I Protect Myself?

· Sources for More Information (include 5 nonprofit agencies listing their name, telephone number, and website address)

3. Include the Web site URL you used for each search in your document.

4. Prepare a two page newsletter.  Using your word processing, begin designing your masthead.  Include the name of the newsletter (Identity Theft) and a graphic or design.  Use special fonts and effects to make your masthead catch the eye of your readers.  You decide on the format that you would like to use (two- or three-column format).  Include graphics and WordArt in the newsletter.  The last section, Sources for More Information, should contain a table.  This table will look better and be easier to read if it is keyed across the entire page, rather then being squeezed into a two- or three-column format.  (To key the table across the entire page, insert a Continuous section break before Sources for More Information.  This will balance out the columns in the newsletter.  Tap ENTER following the Continuous section break and click on Format menu, then Columns, and change the number of columns to one.  Key the section on Sources for More Information and the table that follows; it should spread across all the columns.  Use AutoFormat to apply an attractive formatting style to the table.  

5. Place your name in footer – left align.

6. Save your newsletter as Identity Theft and print one copy.

Identity Theft Newsletter Rubric

Name:   ____________________________________________________________

Time on task:  ___________________________

Rating Scale:   4 – Excellent,  3 – Good,  2 – Poor,  1 – Unsatisfactory

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Self-Evaluation
	Teacher Evaluation

	Articles, 

Content
	Demonstrates little understanding of topic; little information is included.
	Demonstrates some understanding of topic; should include more information.
	Demonstrates an understanding of topic; includes essential information.
	Demonstrates thorough understanding of topic; includes a rich variety of information.
	
	

	Articles, 

Organization
	Little or no logical organization is shown.
	Content is somewhat organized but lacking in several areas.
	Content is logically organized but lacking in introduction, sequence, or conclusion.
	Uses an effective introduction followed by a well-structured sequence.
	
	

	Masthead
	The masthead is poorly designed and is lacking pertinent information.
	The masthead is poorly designed or lacking pertinent information.
	The masthead is somewhat attractive; includes pertinent information.
	The masthead is original and eye-catching; includes pertinent information.
	
	

	Design 

Elements
	The selection of graphics, column styles, and arrangement options does not enhance the layout of the newsletter.
	The selection of graphics, column styles, and arrangement options somewhat enhances the layout of the newsletter, but some elements are missing or poorly applied.
	The selection of graphics, column styles, and arrangement options enhances the layout of the newsletter.
	The selection of graphics, column styles, and arrangement options greatly enhances the layout of the newsletter.
	
	

	Mechanics
	More than 4 errors in spelling or grammar.
	Four misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	Three or fewer misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	No misspellings or grammatical errors.
	
	


Differentiated instruction:

Students will be given verbal instructions in addition to the written instructions.

Students will be assisted by instructor on a one-on-one basis.

Students will be assisted by other knowledgeable students when deemed necessary.

Students will be allowed to use their notes on the written assessment.

Students will be given a longer period of time to complete assignment.

