Title:  Contract Law




Subject/Course Business Law
Topic(s):  Creation of Offers & Acceptances

Grades: High School

Time Frame:  1 week





Summary of Unit:

In this unit students will detail the elements that must be found in a contract to render it enforceable in a court of law.  They will then focus on the tests an offer must pass to be considered legally valid. They will also discuss ways an offer may be terminated before acceptance is made or kept open as an option.  Finally they will explain what is required to bring about a binding acceptance and how to determine when such an acceptance becomes effective. Students will talk about the dangers of binding oneself to an agreement without fully understanding their rights and responsibilities under law.  Throughout the unit students will be working in small groups and use the Inspiration to outline the elements of the contact and characteristics of a good or valid offer and acceptance. Students will also role-play when making offers as opposed to social agreements and acceptances.  While one group role-plays, the other group will serve as “judges” to determine if all elements were present thus rendering in legally good or valid.  The culminating activity will involve writing a sample contract.
Stage I: Desired Results

Established goals (standards)

BCS-BE-31 The student examines the role of contracts, sales law, and consumer law as they relate to entrepreneurship.

The student identifies the essential elements of a valid (legally binding contract)  and produces evidence of understanding of 
 when an offer meets the requirement of contract law and when an acceptance is good and when it becomes legally binding to both parties. They will be able to examine sample contracts and note the essential elements/or lack of elements rendering it either valid or invalid. 

ELA10RC3  The students will acquire new vocabulary in content area and use it correctly
ELA10W3   The student uses technology to support writing

ELA7W4      The student uses the writing process to produce a valid contract.

Understandings

1. A contract is a legally binding agreement (exchange of promises) between parties that the law will enforce.  It is based on the Latin phrase “pacta sunt servanda” agreements must be kept.
2. The signing of a contract creates contractual rights and duties.

Essential Questions

1. What are the elements of a valid (legally good contracts?
2. What  are the three tests that an offer must pass?

Knowledge and Skill

Students will know:

a. the six essential elements to a valid contract

b. how to test and see if an offer and acceptance has been made

Students will be able to:

c. identify when an acceptance becomes effective

d. analyze sample contracts and determine validity.

e. how to use the writing process to create a contract (use technology)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Performance Task Summary





Rubric Titles

· Group activity using Inspiration

· Group activity creating a contract

             Group Activity Rubric

Self-Assessment






Other Evidence, Summarized

· Using rubrics, students self-assess themselves

Students response to questions during review

on the “written contract”



that reveals knowledge of the concepts








Student performance on “creating a contract”








Student performance on using Inspiration to








Learn concepts and characteristics  of contracts
