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Unit 2.1: Country Profiles
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  Introduction
Course:  Banking and Investing
Unit Development Template Annotation 

In this unit students will acquire information on various foreign markets through web-based research and development of a Powerpoint presentation and a triboard.
Grade(s)

· 9-Ninth

· 10-Tenth

· 11-Eleventh

· 12-Twelfth

Time:  
· three weeks at 90 minute blocks
Author

· Stacey Bennett, Rutland High School

Notes to the Teacher 
· This is a multi-part project that takes several weeks.  The first 2 class periods will be spent researching information on the country assigned.  The next 2 weeks will be spent creating PowerPoint presentations on the countries.  The last 2 days will be spent presenting the PowerPoint presentations.
Students with disabilities: For students with disabilities, each instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified in the IEP are being provided within the classroom setting. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation within any given instructional activity or requirement.
[image: image2.jpg]


  Standards
GPS Focus Standards:
BCS-BI-11. Students will explain the concepts, role, and importance of international finance. 

a. Explain how currency exchange rates affect companies. 

b. Identify potential problems associated with dealing in foreign currencies. 

c. Calculate currency exchange transactions. 

d. Describe how economic conditions, balance of payment situations, and political issues affect currency values. 

e. List sources of capital for international, multinational, and global companies 
f. Describe the international monetary system, including the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and Eurocurrencies. 

g. Identify different types of international banking organizations. 

h. Explain growth, regulations, and the impact of international banking on global business. 

i. Identify essential components of payment documents used in payment for international trade activities.
GPS Academic Standards:
SSEIN1. The student will explain why individuals, businesses, and governments trade goods and services. 
SSWG1. The student will explain the physical aspects of geography. 
SSWH21. The student will analyze globalization in the contemporary world. 

SSWG2. The student will explain the cultural aspects of geography. 
SSEF4. The student will compare and contrast different economic systems and explain how they answer the three basic economic questions of what to produce, how to produce, and for whom to produce. 
SSWH20. The student will examine change and continuity in the world since the 1960’s. 
ELA11W3. The student will use research and technology to support writing.
SSEF5. The student will describe the role of government in a market economy. 

SSEIN2. The student will explain why countries sometimes erect trade barriers and sometimes advocate free trade. 

[image: image3.jpg]


  Understanding and Goals
Unit Understandings, Themes, and Concepts:  
· Students will understand the cultural, geographic, economic and governmental differences in various countries and how these differences affect international banking and investing.
Primary Learning Goals: 
· Students will determine the impact of geography on international business to include areas such as climate, time zones, distance, topography, and social, economic, and natural resources.
· Students will identify and differentiate between types of governments and political environments and determine the impact of the government on international business through the use of barriers, tariffs, quotas, and taxation policies.
· Students will analyze various factors and influences affecting the international business environment.
· Students will determine social and cultural influences on the form of business ownership used or required in different countries.
Essential Questions:

· How does geography impact international finance?

· How do politics affect international finance?

· How does the government affect international finance in a country?

· How does the culture of a country affect international finance in the country?

· What social and cultural influences affect the forms of business ownership used in various countries?
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  Balanced Assessment 
Assessment Method/Type:  
	
	Constructed Response
	
	Peer Assessment

	X
	Combined Methods
	
	Selected Response

	X
	Informal Checks
	
	Self Assessment


Assessment Title: 

Power Point Presentation and Tri-board Rubric for Country Profile Project

Description/Directions:  Rubric is attached for teacher to use to evaluate PowerPoint presentation.  Teacher should also check worksheets for completion prior to the students doing their PowerPoints.  Also, after PowerPoints have been presented, a teacher-led class discussion should take place to tie all of the information together and show the comparisons of the various countries.
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  Unit Performance Task(s) 
Performance Task Title: Develop PowerPoint presentation and present to the class
Description/Directions:  After completing worksheet, students will develop a PowerPoint presentation to share with the class about their country.  The presentation will include a minimum of 5 graphics.
Rubric for Performance Task:  Rubric Attached – “International Finance – Country Profile”.
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  Sequence of Instruction and Learning
Sequence of Instruction and Learning:  Give each student a handout with the name of the country that you have chosen for them to research. The teacher will want to cover as many diverse countries as possible; some of the best countries to include are Jordan, Turkey, Egypt, Sudan, Israel, India, Pakistan, China, Japan, Germany, etc.  The student will follow the instructions on the worksheet and complete the assignment using the website to find the answers. Note:  this worksheet is 4 pages long—you could break this up into two class periods. Next, using the information the student has researched and recorded on the worksheet students will develop Power Point Presentations on their assigned country. Tell students that they must include at minimum of 5 graphics in the Power Point presentation. Give students a copy of the rubric (attached) before they begin their PP so that they will know what is expected. Have students show their PP presentations in class or maybe in a Geography class. (To do this, just speak to the social studies dept. head or talk to the geography teacher and ask—usually other teachers are delighted to work with you).

Materials/Resources Needed:   Computers/Internet and attached worksheet, PowerPoint 

                                                     Software, Website: www.odci.gov 

After Presentations:  Return the worksheets to the students, make a chart on the board with several categories such as Population, Median age, Birthrate, Death rate, Life Expectancy, HIV, Literacy, etc. on the top with names of countries on the left side of the chart. Draw lines to separate the categories and country names. Go around the room and ask the students to name their country and write in the information under each of the categories. When finished, discuss the chart and how the countries compare. Discuss the kinds of goods and services that might be needed in each country.
Worksheet – 

Lesson 1A-International Business—Country Profiles       Name _________________

This is a web-based project to learn about different countries:  their economy, population, people, geography, transportation and communications. This is an individual project and you will be allowed to choose the country you wish to research. We will use the CIA fact book for our research.  Go to www.odci.gov and find Library and Reference. 

Click on The World Fact Book, click on Guide to Country Profiles, and select the country you have chosen.

Click on Introduction.  List the background of the country.

Click on Geography.  Complete the following:

Location 

Area

Area comparative

Land boundaries

Coast Line

Climate

Terrain

Natural Resources

Natural Hazards

Environment—Current Issues

Click on People—list the information on the following:

Population

Age Structure

Median Age:  total

                       Male

                       Female

Birthrate

Death Rate 

Sex Ratio

Infant Mortality rate

Life expectancy at birth

Total fertility rate

HIV/AIDS, people living with HIV/AIDS

Nationality

Ethnic groups and percentages

Religions and percentages

Literacy

Click on Government—complete information on the following:

Government type

Capital

Independence

National holiday

Constitution
Legal system

Suffrage

Executive branch

Legislative branch

Judicial branch

Flag description

Click on Economy—list information on the following

Overview of economy

Population below poverty line

Labor force

Labor force by occupation

Unemployment rate

Budget

Agriculture products

Industries

Export Partners

Import Partners

Debt-external

Economic aid recipient?

Currency

Exchange Rates

Click on Communications—complete the following:

Telephone System

Radio Stations

TV Stations

Internet country code

Internet users

Click on Transportation—list information found

Click on Military—answer the following:

Military branches

Military manpower (military age)

Military manpower (availability)
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